By-Laws for the

Lake Highlands Republican Women

ARTICLE 1:
NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Lake Highlands Republican Women.

ARTICLE II:
 OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this organization shall be:


Section 1. To promote an informed electorate through political education.


Section 2. To increase the effectiveness of women in the cause of good government through active political participation.


Section 3. To facilitate cooperation among Republican Women’s units.


Section 4. To foster loyalty to the Republican Party and to promote its principles and candidates in all elections including non-partisan elections.


Section 5. To work for the election of the Republican Party’s nominees.

ARTICLE III. 
POLICY


Section 1. The President of the Texas Federation of Republican Women, the Vice President Campaign Activities, and the Presidents and Campaign Activities Chairmen of member units shall not publicly endorse any candidate for public office in contested Republican Primaries, Runoff Elections and Special Elections.


Section 2. Individual members of this organization, with the exception of the president and vice-president - campaign activities, may work for any candidate of their choice in contested Republican primaries but may not do so in the name of the organization.


Section 3. This organization and its officers shall not issue statements or pass resolutions on controversial issues in the name of the organization without first polling its members and obtaining a two-thirds written vote of approval of the total membership.


Section 4. Endorsement Exemption: This article pertains only to contests between Republican candidates for public office. Officers of this organization who are candidates, or whose husband, or a member of her family, are candidates shall be exempt from this rule., provided that said endorsement is not in the name of the organization.


ARTICLE IV:
MEMBERSHIP


Section 1. Eligibility: Any women believing in the philosophy of the Republican Party and in the objectives of this organization shall be eligible for membership. If she is a citizen of the United States, she shall be a registered voter.


Section 2. Classification of Membership

(a) Active – any woman who believes in the philosophy of the Republican Party meets the eligibility requirements of the club and pays the annual dues may be an active member. She shall enjoy the full privileges of membership. Only active members may be counted for the purpose of delegate representation to Federation, State and National Conventions and this will be the only unit in which she may hold office.

(b) Associate: A Republican Woman who is already a regular member of a unit who wishes to support another unit, or a man, may be eligible for Associate membership upon payment of required dues to said unit. They may attend meetings, but cannot make motions, have a voice or vote, be on a committee, hold office, or be counted for the purpose of determining the number of delegates to National or State Federation Meetings or Conventions. As an associate member they do not become a member of the State of National Federation.
Section 3. This organization and its members shall be members of the Texas Federation of Republican Women and the National Federation of Republican Women and shall support their objectives and policies.

Causes for Removal- No unit shall publicly endorse or work for a known candidate of another party in a partisan or non-partisan race where a Republican is in the race. When more than one Republican is in a non-partisan or partisan race, no unit, unit president or campaign activities chairman shall publicly endorse or work for any candidate in said race. If a unit violates this policy, it shall be the responsibility of the TFRW Executive Committee to remove the unit from the Federation.

Section 4. There shall be no lobbying with Legislators using the name of the Texas Federation of Republican Women by any federated unit or any individual without the express permission of the Board of Directors of the Texas Federation of Republican Women.

ARTICLE V:
DUES


Section 1. The Fiscal year of this organization shall be from January 1 through December 31.


Section 2. The membership dues shall be $25 each year, payable on or before January 1 of each year, and shall be delinquent if not paid by March 1. For those joining September through December, dues for the remainder of the year shall be $10. These amounts include National and State Federation dues. Effective 2002, NFRW are $15 per unit (Note: not per member).

Section 3. The membership dues for the Associate members shall be $15.


Section 4. This organization shall also pay the annual service charges required by the Texas Federation of Republican Women and the National Federation of Republican Women.

ARTICLE VI:
OFFICERS  


Section 1. The officers of this organization shall be the President, three (3) Vice-Presidents, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer.


Section 2. The officers shall be elected at the November meeting and shall be installed at the annual meeting in December. The term of office for officers and chairmen shall be one year from January 1 to December 31 following their election or appointment. No officer shall serve in the same position for more than two consecutive terms.


Section 3. Duties and Officers:

(a) The President shall preside at all the meetings of the organization and the Executive Committee, shall appoint chairmen of all standing and special committees with the approval of the Executive Committee, shall appoint a Parliamentarian, shall serve as the ex officio as a member of all committees except the Nominating Committee, and shall have general supervision of the work of the organization.

(b) The First Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President whenever the President is absent or otherwise unable to serve, shall serve as Program Chairman and shall perform other such duties designated by the President.
(c) The Second Vice-President shall serve as Membership Chairman maintaining contact with members and keeping accurate records of names, addresses, phone numbers, interests and abilities of members. She shall also perform other duties designated by the President.

(d) The Third Vice-President shall serve as Campaign Activities Chairman, shall have a full understanding of local, state, and national political activities, keep the membership informed, and encourage participation. She shall also perform other duties designated by the President.
(e) The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of all meetings of the organization and the Executive Committee, shall have custody of all records pertinent thereto and shall perform such additional duties as may be required of the office.

(f) The Corresponding Secretary shall be responsible for and custodian of all correspondence of this organization as designated by the President, and shall give notice of Executive Committee meetings.
(g) The Treasurer shall receive and be custodian of all funds of this organization, including PAC funds, and shall pay all bills upon authorization. The treasurer shall keep an account of all monies received and disbursed and shall give a report at each regular meeting of the organization to the membership. She shall submit her financial records to the audit committee for an end of the year audit no later than December 31. She shall be chairman of the Finance Committee.

Section 4. The officers and committee chairmen shall keep a permanent file of the activities pertaining to their fields. At the end of their term of office each officer and committee chairman shall provide these files and a written report.

Section 5. All officers and/or committee chairman shall be registered voters.

ARTICLE VII:
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1. The Executive Committee shall consist of elected officers, chairman of standing committees, the Parliamentarian, and the immediate past president who shall serve in an advisory capacity to the President.

Section 2. The Executive Committee shall have the authority to transact any necessary business between meetings; to make recommendations as to the policies of the organization; to advise the president; and to fill vacancies that occur between elections by two-thirds vote of the Executive Committee members present, with the exception of a vacancy in the presidency, in which case the First Vice-President shall assume the office of President and the Executive Committee shall elect a First Vice-President.

ARTICLE VIII:
COMMITTEES

Section 1. The standing committees include: Telephone, Bylaws, Newsletter, Publicity, Public Relations, Special Projects, Fundraising, Unit Achievement Award, Hospitality, Yearbook, Legislative, Heritage, Community Relations / Caring for America, Senior Citizens and Historian. 

Section 2. The chairman of these standing committees shall be appointed by the President with the approval of the Executive Committee.

Section 3. The standing committees shall outline programs for action in the respective fields for consideration and adoption by the Executive Committee and shall carry out such other duties as may be prescribed by the Executive Committee.

Section 4. The special committees shall include: Audit, Nominations and Finance. Other special committees may be appointed by the President and/or the Executive Committee as deemed advisable.

Section 5. The special committees shall outline programs in their respective fields for consideration and adoption by the Executive Committee. These committees shall be formed only for the duration of their service.

Section 6. The Finance Committee shall consist of the President, Treasurer who shall as chairman, three Vice-Presidents and Ways & Means Chairman. The Finance Committee shall draw up a projected budget for each fiscal year and submit it to the membership for approval.

Section 7. The Audit Committee shall be appointed by the President at the November meeting and shall report to the membership at the January meeting.

Section 8. All committees shall report to the organization at a regular meeting or as ordered by the President.

ARTICLE IX:
MEETINGS

Section 1. Regular meetings of this organization shall be held the third Wednesday of each month with June through August optional. There will be at least5 meetings per year as required by NFRW.
Section 2. Special meetings may be called by the President, the Executive Committee or upon the request of ten percent of the active membership; the purpose of the meeting to be stated in the call, and no other business shall be considered at the special meeting except that which is stated in the call for the meeting.

Section 3. The annual meeting and installation of the officers shall be held in December.

Section 4. At least five (5) days notice of all meetings shall be given to each member, except that in a stated emergency, two (2) days notice may be given.

Section 5. A quorum for a meeting of this organization shall be fifteen percent (15%) of the voting membership.

ARTICLE X: 
NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS


Section 1. A Nominating Committee of not less than five (5) members shall be elected by the membership at the regular meeting prior to the November meeting. This committee shall elect its chairman from one of its own number and shall report one nominee for each office at the November meeting at which time they are elected. Prior consent of said nominees must be obtained.

Section 2. Nominees shall be members in good standing of this organization and shall be in accord with the objectives, bylaws, and policies of this organization and those of TFRW.

Section 3. Nominations also may be made from the floor. Prior consent of said nominees must be obtained.

Section 4. Elections shall be by ballot when there is more than one nominee for an office. A plurality vote shall elect. When there is only one nominee for an office, election may be by voice vote. There shall be no absentee or proxy voting.

ARTICLE XI:
REPRESENTATION

Section 1. This organization may be represented at the Biennial State Convention of the Texas Federation of Republican Women in the Fall of the odd numbered years by one delegate and one alternate for each ten (10) members or major fraction thereof. Delegates and alternates for the State Convention shall be elected at the May meeting of the organization.

Section 2. This organization may be represented at the Biennial National Convention of the National Federation of Republican Women by one delegate and one alternate. They shall be elected at the May meeting of this organization.

Section 3. This organization may be represented by four (4) delegates and alternates at regular meetings of the Dallas County Council of Republican Women (DCCRW). The President shall appoint said delegates and alternates.

ARTICLE XII:  
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern this organization in all proceedings except where inconsistent with the provisions of the bylaws of this organization and those of the Texas Federation of Republican Women and of the National Federation of Republican Women.

ARTICLE XIII:
  AMENDMENTS

These bylaws may be amended by two-thirds vote of the active members present at any regular or special meeting of this organization or adjusted session thereof, provided notice of the proposed amendment has been given to all members at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting.

Standing Rules for the

Lake Highlands Republican Women

Expense money shall be made available to delegates from this organization for the purpose of attending conventions of the National Federation of Republican Women and/or the Texas Federation of Republican Women. The amount of money to be allotted to each delegate will be determined by the Executive Committee.

No organization member shall use the name of NFRW, TFRW, or any member unit in support of a candidate from any other party. No member or unit should publicly endorse or work for a known candidate of another party in partisan or non-partisan races in which a Republican is in the race. When more than one Republican is a candidate in a non-partisan race, no unit, unit president, or campaign activities chairman shall publicly endorse or work for any candidate in said race.
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